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CHAPTER 117
SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION

117.01 Applicability. 117.14 Appeal to court.

117.03 Definitions. 117.15 Criteria for school district reganizations.

117.05 Generalprovisions. 117.17 Reoganization order

117.08 Consolidation of school districts. 117.20 Referendum procedures.

117.09 Consolidation of union high and elementary school districts. 117.22 School boards in new school districts.

117.10 Dissolution of a school district. 117.25 Transferof assets, liabilitieand employes; agreements between consoli
117.11 Detachment and attachment ofgeuterritory datingschool districts.

117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory initiated by owner 117.27 Change of district type.

117.13 Detachment and attachment of small territory initiated by school boardkl7.30 Attachment upon failure to operate school.
117.132 Territory annexed to certain municipalities.

Cross-reference: See definitions in €15.001 117.12(5) and117.132and for meetings of appeal panetser

o ) $s.117.12 (4)and117.13

117.01 Applicability. This chapter does not apply to any NOTE: Sub. (1m) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-96 1995 Wis. Act 27. The
schooldistrict reoganization ggcting a school district operating treatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme

d h 9 Court in Thompson v Craney, case no95-2168OA. Prior to Act 27 it read:
underch.11 ’

History: 1989 a. 14 (1m) BOARD AND APPEAL PANEL MEETINGS. The state superintendent shall set

Istory: a. 14 the time and place for meetings of the board under ss17.10,117.12 (5) and

117.132and for meetings of appeal panels under ss171.12 (4) and 17.13.

117.03 Definitions. In this chapter: _ _ (2) SELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS FOR EACH REVIEW; BOARD
(1) “Affected school district” means the entire territory of an\\np scHooLBOARD VOTING REQUIREMENTS. (@) Board. The secre
of the following school districts: tary shall appoint 7 members of the board to perform any review
(a) A school district from which any territory is detached ounderss.117.1Q 117.12 (5)and117.132 The 7 members shall
proposedo be detached. includethe secretary or his dier designee on the board, 2 board
(b) A school district to which any territory is attached or-pranembersfrom school districts with small enrollments, 2 board
posedto be attached. members from school districtgith medium enrollments and 2

(c) A school district that is consolidated with one or more othBPardmembers from school districts withgerenroliments. Any

schooldistricts or proposed to be consolidated with one or mogétionof the board under this chapter requires thienative vote
other school districts. of at least 4 of the 7 members appointed under this paragraph.
I . . . NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-®§ 1995 Wis. Act 27. The
(d) A school district that is dissolved or proposed to be dlﬁeatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme
solved. Court in Thompson v Craney, case no95-21680A. Prior to Act 27 it read:
u » i a) Board. The state superintendent shall appoint 7 members of the board to
32) ?E?%ag p]a-mel means a panel appointed by the Secr"a‘tapryrform any review under ss. 17.10, 17.12 (5) and 17.132. The 7 members
unders. . ( ) shall include the state superintendent or his or her designee on the board, 2
NOTE: Sub. (2) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-96 1§95 Wis. Act 27. The  hoard members flom school districts with small enoliments, 2 board members
treatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme  from school districts with medium enpliments and 2 board membersfrom

Court in Thompson v Craney, case n095-21680A. Prior to Act 27 itread:  schooldistricts with large enroliments. Any action of the board under this chap
(2) “Appeal panel” means a panebppointed by the state superintendent ter requires the affirmative vote of at least 4 of the 7 members appointed under
under s. 1L7.05 (1). this paragraph.

(3) “Board” means the school distribbundary appeal board.  (b) School boad. Any action by a school board under this
(3m) “Enroliment” means the number of pupils enrolled, ashapterrequires the &ifmative vote of a majority oits full authoe
providedunder s121.05 (1) (a)on the most recent of the preeedrized membership.

ing 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of January (3) JOINT MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. The school boards of the
(4) “Equalized valuation” has the meaningiven under s. affectedschool districts may hold joint meetings or joint public
121.004(2). hearingsin any reoganization proceeding under this chapter

(5) “Reorganization”’means the consolidation &for more (4) LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS. (&) Pending poceedings.
schooldistricts, the dissolution of a school district, the detachmeftreoganization proceeding is pending from the date that a peti
of territory from one school district and itsttachment to an tion is filed under s117.11 (2) or 117.12 (2)or a resolution is
adjoiningschool district or the creation of a school district.  adoptedunder s117.08 (1) 117.09 (1) 117.10 (1) 117.13 (2)or

History: 1989 a. 14,1995 a. 27 117.132(2) until the date on which the latest of any of the follow

. ing oceurs:

117.05 General provisions. (1) APPEALPANELS. The secre ; o
tary shall appoint 3 members of the board to hear appeals filed 1. An order grantllng.the regnnlzatlon tak?s tict. )
underss.117.12 (4)and117.13 (3) No 2 members of the appeal  2- The reaganization is denied and, following the denaly
panelmay be board members from any of the following kinds ¢fme periodfor requesting a referendum, requesting review by the
schooldistricts: those with small enrollments, those with mediufardor making arappeal to an appeal panel, undefl$3.08to
enrollmentsor those with lage enroliments. 117.132 has expired.

NOTE: Sub. (1) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-96 1995 Wis. Act 27. The (b) Limitation if proceeding is pending; state aid apportion

treatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme i iz ati i i i
Court in Thompson v Craney, case n095-2168OA. Prior to Act 27 it read: ment. While a reoganization is pending, as provided ungat

(1) APPEAL PANELS. The state superintendent shall appoint 3 members of the (&) OF under s117.01 (1) (d) 1987 stats.:
board o e appeal fled uder so 1712 () and 17,43 3), No 2members 1. Any other reqganization proceeding commenced or order
schoold?sarictsrz)those wi)tlh small enllments, those V\Xth medium ennllgments or ma,dethat 'nCIU,deS,any ,temtory included in the pendmggem’
thosewith large enroliments. zationproceeding is void.
(1m) BOARDAND APPEALPANEL MEETINGS. The secretary shall 2. State aid shall be apportioned to thieeted school dis
setthe time and place for meetings of the board undérl3s1Q tricts as if the reaganization had not been initiated.
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(c) One-year limitation on consideration of transferd.. (c) The department may clgar a person filing a notice of
Exceptasprovided under sub@., no petition for the detachmentappealunder s117.12 (4)or 117.13 (3)a fee sufcient to reim
of territory from one school district and isftachment to an bursethe department for the costs of the appeal panel under s.
adjoiningschool district may bfled under s117.11 (2)or117.12 117.12(4) or117.13 (3) The secretary of the board shall collect
(2) before the 2nd July 1 following the filing of a petition undethe fee and forward it to the department. The department may not
s.117.11 (2)or117.12 (2)for any reaganization that includes any chaige any person who files a notice of appeal undets12(4)
of the same territory andis chaged the fee under this paragraph any additional fee for

2. The limitation under subd.. does not apply if the school reviewby the board under £17.12 (5)
boardof each dtcted school district adopts a resolution waivin NtOTE:t bPa/Q (tC% 7IS Shoxvrlldas amer{_(tietd effl- 1—(11(-196@%95 _\é\lg- @101 827- The
PR : - ~Treatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme
the Ilmltatlon' .If.a. SChOOboar.d denies a request for a waive ourt in Thompson v Craney, case no95-2168-OA. Prior to Act 27 it read:
underthis subdivision, the denial may not be appealed under thig) The state superintendent may charge person filing a notice of appeal

chapter. under s.117.12 (4) or 17.13 (3) a fee sufficient togimburse the department for

(5) ALL TERRITORY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT; CONTIGUOUS UNION {1 b e e e (o e peftendent The
HIGH SCHOOLDISTRICTTERRITORY. (&) Territory in district. Allter-  state superintendentmay not charge any person who files a notice of appeal
ritory within this state shall be included in a school district operatnder s. 1L7.12 (4) and is charged the fee under this paragraph any additional
ing elementary school grades and a schiisitict operating high feefor review by the board under s. 17.12 (3). .
schoolgrades or in a school district operating both elementary and(10) SECRETARY TO ADVISE. The secretary shall advise and
high school grades. No territory may be detached from a sché@nsultwith school boards regarding school distrigamization
district unless by the same ordeistattached to another schooland reoganization. |If, in the secretasybpinion, one or more
district. No territory may be detached fronsehool district that schooldistricts should be aIte(ed, consolidated or dissolvedr he
operatesigh school grades unlelsg the same order it is attachecshemay make recommendations to the school boards.

ictri i NOTE: Sub. (10) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-96 1895 Wis. Act 27. The
to another school district that operates hlgh school grades. treatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme

(b) Contiguous uniomigh school district territory No terr  Court in Thompson v Craney, case no95-21680A. Prior to Act 27 it read:

tory may be detached from a union higth00| district so as to  (10) STATE SUPERINTENDENT TO ADVISE. The state superintendent shall advise
et ; and consult with school boards egarding school districtorganization and reor-
makeparts of the school district noncontiguous. ganization. If, in the state superintendents opinion, one or moe school districts

(7) VALIDATION OF scHooL DISTRICTS. No appeal or other shouldbe altered, consolidated or dissolved, he or she may makecommenda-
actionattacking the legality of the formation of a school districtions to the school boards.
eitherdirectly or indirectlymay be taken after the period provided History: 1989 a. 14,287, 1993 a. 3921995 a. 27s.392710 3930 9145 (1)
unders.893.74 This subsection shall biderally construed to
effectthe legislative purpose to validate and medstain the legal
existenceof all school districts in this state, however created
reorganizedand tobar every right to question the existence of
schooldistrict inany manner and to bar every remedy relating
the formation of a school district notwithstanding any defects

117.08 Consolidation of school districts. (1) INITIATION
PROCEDURES. The school boards & or more school districts
ay adopt resolutions stating that theil consider consolidating
eir school districts. The schodistrict clerk of each school
oardadopting a resolutionnder this subsection shall send a cer
. T P b tified copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the
irregularities, jurisdictional or otherwise, in any action or pro P
ceedingcommenced after the expiration of peiod provided in otheraffected school districts and to_ the secrete_lry_of the board.
unders.893.74 (2) ScHooLBoARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the
adoptionof resolutions by 2 or more school boards under(@yp.

(8) INFORMATION ON REORGANIZATION PROCEDURES. The "
departmenshall prepare aritten description of the proceduresthe school boards of thefatted school districts may order the

for school district re@anizations under s$17.08to 117.132and schooldistricts consolidated by the adoption, by eachihose

> . o s choolboards, of a resolution ordering the consolidatiBailure
distributecopies to school district clerks. A school district cler f a school board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying

Zﬂzltlg';ﬁyapce?gz rfﬁifntgilc:)eestﬁircl)%l\?v?trgotr?;)éIgﬁ(rsuonndeurp;ln? rgguqﬁte consolidation before August 1 constitutes a denial of the con
S solidationby that school board. The school district clerk of each
(Sgti(t?gr?fslflizégg (3) () 2117.11 (2)0r117.12 (2) at the time the schoolboard adopting a resolution under this subsection, either
P ) orderingor denying a consolidation, shall, within 5 days after the
_ (9) AppeALFEES. (a) Thedepartment may chge the follow  aqoptionof the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolution
ing persons a fesufiicient to reimburse the department for thgg the school boards of each of the othéecied school districts
costsof the board under s$17.10and117.132 _ andfile a certified copy of the resolution as provided under s.
T ) e S tonat ave soas v by LL7:17(2). If the school board of eactetted school distit
SupremeCourt inyThompson \. Craney, case n095-21680A. Prior to A~y os  adoptsa resolution ordering the consolidation, the consolidation

it read: shall take effect on the following July 1, unless a referendum
() The state superintendent may charge the following persons a fee sufficient yndersub.(3) is required.
to reimburse the department for the costs of the board under ss12.10 and

117.132: (3) Rererenpbum. (a) If the school boardf each dected
3. A school board that adopts a resolution to dissolve tfghooldistrict adopts a resolution orderiagconsolidation under
schooldistrict under s117.10 (2) P . ISSOV sub.(2), a referendum on the consolidation shall be held yvater

. b) if one of the following occurs:
4. A school board that requests review by the board ndel( s) ) ) .
qu vView by ! 1. At the time of adopting the resolution under @, the

117.132(4 1.
(4) (@) ' . . . schoolboard of any décted school district directs the holding of
5. A person whdiles a petition requesting review by thea referendum
boardunder s117.132 (4) (a) 2. )

(b) The clerk of the school district ordering the dissolution Qfonz' Before the 2nd tfesdayof September following the adop

. : of the resolutions under suy@), a petition conforming to the
requestingreview shall pay the fee under p@) 3.or 4. to the : ; :
department. The secretary dhe board shall forward the fee <ol requirement®f s.8.40requesting a referendum, signed by at least

10% of the electors who reside in anyeated school district, is
Ieﬁ‘tgggng;r (B?g(;)ov?ﬁt:st:n?egje?irf:nf?—tée 1995 Ws. Act 27, The filed with the clerk of the school district that has the highest equal
treatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void b)./ theSubreme 'Ze‘,j ,Valuatlon of the décted school districts. The validity of the
Court in Thompson v Craney, case no95-21680A. Prior to Act 27 itread: ~ petition shall be governed by the rules promulgated un@e4s.
(b) The clerk of the school district ordering the dissolution or equesting  (3).

review shall pay the fee undempar. (a) 3. or 4. to the state superintendent. The P . .
secretary of the board shallforward the fee collected under par(a) 5. to the state (b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refer

superintendent. endumis filed under pasa), the school district clerk of the school
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boardadopting the resolution or the school district clerk receivirtginedwithin an afected school district. The referendum shall be
the petition shall immediately notify the school boards of each b&ldin the union high school district as provided undéig.20
the other afected school districts, the secretary of the board aiwdtesshallbe counted separately for the union high school district
the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con andeach dected elementary school district.
tainedwithin an afected school district. The referendum shall be (4) RererenpUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votesast in the
heldin the afected school districts as provided undet7.20  unjon high school district and in a majority ible afected elemen
Votesshall be counted separately for eadbaéd school district. tary school districts is in favoof consolidation, the union high
(4) RerFereNDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in schooldistrict and all of the &cted elementary school districts
each affected school district is in favor of consolidation, thehallbe consolidated on the following July 1. At the time of can
schooldistricts shall be consolidated on the following July 1. Atassingthe returns, the school boards of thfeettd schootlis
the time of canvassing the returns, the school boards of thiets shall make and file an order of school district gamization
affectedschool districts shall make and file an order of schoel disnders.117.17 (2)
trict reoganization under €17.17 (2) (5) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN MORE THAN ONE UNION
History: 1989 a. 14,192 287,1991 a. 32 HIGH SCHOOLDISTRICT. (@) If a school district that operates only
I . . elementarygrades has territory in more than one union high
117.09  Consolidation of union high and elementary — gcpooldistrict, it may consolidate under this section only with the
school districts. (1) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. The school nion high school district ivhich more than 50% of its territgry
boardof a unionhigh school district and the school boards of anys measurety equalized valuation, is located. Only the territory
of the school districts operating only elementary grades whese gfihe elementary school district that is located in that union high
ritory is includedn the union high school district may adopt r:‘35%(:hooldistrict shall béncluded in the newly created common or

lutions stating that they will consider consolidating the union higfifieq schooldistrict operating both elementary and high school
school district and all of the elementary school districts whose tEFades.

ritory is included in the union high school district to createra (b) The remaining territory of the elementary school district

allbe attached, by the rg@amization order issued under s(&).
(4), to a school district that operates only elementary giauk:s
sterritory located irthe union high school district attended by
e high school pupils who reside in the territory bedtitached.
(c) Upon therequest of the school board of anfeafed school

(2) ScHOOLBOARDACTION. (@) In the first July beginning afterdi : P :
: ; strict, or the school board of any other school district operating
theadoption of resolutions under sigb), the school board of the only elementary grades that has territory in the union high school

union high school district and the school boards of one or morzﬁé S o )
by : trict identified underpar (b), the board shall determine to
the elementary school districts that adopted resolutions under ich elementary school district territory shall be atta "

(1) and that have, in theombined territoryat least 55% of theﬁar. (b). The board shall issue an order that eithémag the

mon or unified school district operating both elementarytagia
schoolgrades. The school district clerk of each school boaza
adoptinga resolution under this subsection skalhd a certified
copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the ot
affectedschool districts and to the secretary of the board.

equalizedvaluation of the union high school district, may ord . A
the union highschool district and all of the elementary school di itachmenbf the territory as specified in the ordeder sub(2)

tricts whose territory is included in the union high schdistrict
consolidatedo create a common or unified school district oper

ing both elementargand high school grades by the adoption of
resolution ordering the consolidation by each school board. (d) Upon the request of the school boardry afected school

(b) Failure ofa school board to adopt a resolution under p strict, the board shall review any proposed apportionment of

: ; : PSR ssetsand liabilities under $6.03 (2¢) (a) 1.between thechool
(a) before August 1, either ordering@enying the consolidation, .~ e
constitutesa denial of the consolidation by that school board. T%strlctcreated by the consolidation under. @rand anyelemen

schooldistrict clerk of each school board that adoptssmlution ry school district to which territoris proposed to be attached
orderingor denying a consolidation under p@) shall, within 5 ;Jndg]rgta;(b)ocr){igcgmaenr(]jt shallissue an ordefiahing or modify-
days after the adoption of the resolution, send a certified copy istory: 1%29 214192
theresolution tahe school boards of the othefeated school dis ' T
tricts and file a certified copy of the resolutias provided under 117,10 Dissolution of a school district. (1) INITIATION OF
s.117.17 (2) If a consolidation is ordered under.{faj, the cOR  procepuURES. A school board may adopt a resolution statiay
solidationshall takeeffect on the following July 1, unless a refer it will consider dissolvinghe school district. The school district
endumis required under sug). clerk of a school board adopting a resolution undershizsection

(3) Rererenpum. (a) If a consolidation is ordered under sulshallsend a certifiedopy of the resolution to the secretary of the
(2) (a), a referendum othe consolidation shall be held under. paboard.
(b) if one of the following occurs: (2) ScHooLBOARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the

1. Before the 2nd Jesdayof September following the adop adoptionof a resolution under sufd.), the school board may order
tion of the resolution ordering consolidation under $8p(a) the theschool district dissolved by adopting a resolution ordethirg
schoolboard of any décted school district directs the holding ofdissolution. Failure of a school board to ad@ptesolution either
areferendum. orderingor denying the dissolution before Augdstonstitutes a

2. Before the 2nd Jesdayof September following the adop denialof the dissolution by the_ school boar_d. The scho_ol district
tion of the resolutionandersub.(2) (a) a petition conforming to clerk of a school board adopting a resolution under this subsec
the requirements of 8.40requesting a referendum, signed by dion, either ordering or denying a dissolution, shall file a certified
least10% ofthe electors who reside in anjeated school district, copy of the resolutioras provided under $17.17 (2) A school
is filed with the clerk of the union high school district. The valigboardorder undethis subsection is notfettive unless dfmed
ity of the petition shall bgoverned by the rules promulgateddy the board under su).
unders.8.40 (3) (3) Abvisory REFERENDUM. (&) If the school board adopts a

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-reféesolutionunder sub(2) ordering a dissolution, an advisosfer
endumis filed under pafa), the school district clerk of the schoolendum on the dissolution shall be held under this subsection if one
board adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receivig§jthe following occurs:
the petition shall immediately notify the school boards of each of 1. At the time of adopting the resolution under g@. the
the other afected school districts, the secretary of the board asdhoolboarddirects the holding of an advisory referendum on the
the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con dissolution.

r (4) or modifies the order under suB) or (4) by attaching all
r part of the territory to one or more other school districts identi
ied under par(b).
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2. Before the 2nd Jesdayof September following the adop tion, the school district clerkhall send a certified notice of the
tion of the resolution under sug2), a petition conforming to the petitionto the school board of the school districtvaich the terri
requirement®f s.8.40requesting an advisory referendum, signetbry is proposed to be attached and to the secretary of the board.
by at least 10% of the electors wteside in the &cted school (8) ScHooL BOARD AcTION. In the first July beginning after
district, is filed with the school district clerk. The validity of thereceipt of a petition under sul(2), the school boards of the
petitionshall be governed by thales promulgated under&40  affectedschool districts may order the territory detached from the
3). schooldistrict in which it is located and attached to the adjoining

(b) If an advisory referendum is directed or a petition reguesichooldistrict bythe adoption, by each of those school boards, of
ing an advisory referendum is filed unger (a), the school dis aresolution ordering the detachment and attachment. Failure of
trict clerk shall immediately notify the secretary of the board ardschool board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying the
the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con detachmenandattachment before August 1 constitutes a denial
tainedwithin the school district. The advisory referendum shatif the reoiganization by that school board. The school district
be held in the school district as provided undet1s.20 clerk of eachschoolboard that adopts a resolution ordering or

(4) BoaRD REVIEW. After the 2nd Tiesday of September fol denyingthe reoganization under this subsectishall, within 5
lowing the adoption of the resolution under S@), if no advisory daysafter the adoption of the resolutiasend a certified copy of
referenduris required, or after the advisory referendum, if one i€ resolution to the school board of the othéected school dis
held, the board shall review the dissolution and, before the felloWict and file a certified copy of the resolution as provided under
ing January 15, issuan order either afm"']g or denying the S. 117.17 (2) If the SChOO_l board of eachfedted school district
schoolboards dissolution order The order shall be in writing, @doptsa resolution ordering the detachment and attachrtient,
shallincludea statement of the reasons for the order and shalll§8rganizatiorshall take gect on the July 1 following the adop
filed as provided under 417.17 (2) If the board dirms the tion of the resolutions, unless a referendum is required under sub.
school boards dissolutionorder the board shall also issue arf4)-
orderassigning thechool district assets and liabilities under s.  (4) RererenDuM. (a) Areferendum on the proposed igami-
66.03(2c) (a) 1, and the school distristterritory to one or more zationshall be held if one of the following occurs before the 2nd
otherschool districts, and providing for the emplogéshe dis Tuesdayof September followinghe adoption of a resolution
solvedschool district under 417.25(3). If the board dfrms the undersub.(3):
schoolboards dissolution ordetthe school district shall be dis 1. The school board of eithefedted school district directs
solvedon the following July 1. the holding of a referendum.

(5) EFFECTOFNEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. A school district 2. A petition conforming to the requirements of&40
may not be dissolved under this section if it has constructed a meguestinga referendum, signed by latast 10% of the electors
school building within the3 years immediately preceding thewho reside in either &fcted school district, is filed with treerk
adoptionof a resolution under suf2) and, on the date the resolu of the school district from which the territory is proposed to be
tion is adopted, the school district has outstanding debt for tletached. The validity of the petition shall be governed by the
building. This subsection does not apply if the school district talespromulgated under 8.40 (3)
which the building is assigned under s(#4).agrees to accept both () If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refer
the school building and the outstanding debt for the school-builghdumis filed under pafa), the school district clerk of the school
ing or, prior to the ekctive date of the dissolution, the building ishoard adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receiving
soldand the debt is paid. the petition shall immediatelpotify the school board of the other

History: 1989 a. 14, 192, 287. affectedschool district, the secretany the board and the clerk of
. eachcity, village or town, any part of which is contained within
117.11 Detachment and attachment of large territory.  5n afiected school district. The referendum shall be held in the
(1) AppLicaTioN. This section applies to the detachment ofterrhfectedschool districts as provided unded$7.20 Votes shall
tory from one school district and its attachment to an adjoining counted separately for eaclieated school district.
schooldistrict if one of the following gpplles. (5) RerFErReENDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in

(a) The assessed value of the territory propéséxt detached eachaffected school district is ifavor of the reaganization, the
from one school district and attached to an adjoining school diéorganizatiorshall take dect on the following July 1. Athe
equalto or greater than 7% of the equalized valuation cétheol  schooldistricts shall make and file an order of school districtreor
district from which the territory is proposed to be detached. ganizationunder s117.17 (2)

(b) Seven percent or more of the enrollment of the school disHistory: 1989 a. 14, 192
trict from which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in

the territory proposed to be detached from that school district.117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory
initiated by owner. (1) AppLicaTION. This section applie®

(2) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. A majority of the electors edetachment of territory from one school distent its attach
residingin territory proposed to be detached from one schoel dﬁentto an adioining school district if all of the following aoplv:
trict and attached tan adjoining school district, or owners o joining istrict it wing apply:
morethan 50% of the territory proposed to be detached toen (&) The assessed value of the territory propésém detached
schooldistrict and attached to an adjoining schdistrict, as mea from one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis
suredby its assessed valuation divided by the assessment ratié{]'SF divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation district, is less
thetaxation district, may file a written petition with the clerkiud than 7% of the equalized valuation of the school district from
school district in which theterritory is located requesting theWhichitis proposed to be detached. o
detachmenbf the territory from that school district and its attach  (b) Less thary% of the enrollment of the school district from
mentto an adjoining school districfThe petition shall include a Which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in the terri
descriptionof the territorysufiiciently accurate to determine its tory proposed to be detached from that school district.
locationin the school district in which it is located, as certified by (2) Petimion. A majority ofthe electors residing in the terri
the clerk of each citytown or village within which all or part of tory described undesub.(1) or owners of 50% or more of that-ter
the territory is located, and the number of pupils residing in thatbry may file a written petition with the clerk of the schooldis
territory who, on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday tfct in which theterritory is located requesting the detachment of
Septembepor 2nd Friday of Januaryere enrolled in thechool the territory from that school district and itgttachment to an
district from which the territory is proposed to teetached, as cer adjoiningschool district. The petition shall include a description
tified by the clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the petbf the territory sufciently accurate to determine its locatiorttie
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schooldistrict in which it islocated, as certified by the clerk oftaxation district, when added the total assessed valuation of all
eachcity, town or village withinwhich all or part of the territory territory detachedrom that school district in the 2 years preceding
is located, and the number of pupils residing in that territory white date on which the petition was filed under €@b. divided by

on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of Septembertloe appropriateassessment ratios, is equal to or greater than 2%
2nd Friday of Januaryvere enrolled in the school district fromof the school district equalized valuation.

which the territory is proposed to be detached, as certified by the 2. The number of pupils residing in the territory proposed to
clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the petititite  pe detached undéne appeal who are included in the enrollment
schooldistrict clerk shall send a certified copy of the petition tgf the school district from which the territory is proposed to be
the school board of the school districtiich the territory is pro  detachedwhen added to the number of pupils who resided in terri
posedto be attached and to the secretary of the board. tory detached from that school district, and were included in pre
(3) ScHooL BOARD ACTION. In the first February beginning vious enrollments of that schodistrict, in the 2 years preceding

afterreceipt of a petition undeub.(2), the school boards of the the date on which the petition was filed undeb.(2), constitute
affectedschool districts may order the territory detached from tt2%6 or more of the school distristenroliment.

schooldistrict in which it is located and attached to the adjoining (b) The secretargf the board shall notify the school board of
schooldistrict bythe adoption, by each of those school boards, ghchaffected school district and each owner or elector who signed
aresolution ordering the reganization. Before adopting a reso thenotice of appeal under su) that the appealr appeals will
lution under this subsection that grants or denies thgaea- pereviewed by the board under this subsection rather than by an
tion, each school board shall give the electors and owners Wighealpanel under sulg4). The board shall issue an order either
signedthe petitionunder sub(2) an opportunity to meet with the affirming the school boards’ denial of all or aofthe proposed
schoolboard to present their reasons for the proposedar@a- reorganizationsunder par(a) or the proposed reganization
tion. Failure of a school board to adopt a resolution before Malghderpar (am) or ordering all or any part of the territory described
1 either ordering or denying the rganization constitutes a denialin || or any of the petitions under s() or included in the appeal
of the reoganization by the school boar@he school district clerk fijled under par(am)detached from the school district in whith
of each schoaboard adopting a resolution under this subsectigg|ocated andttached to an adjoining school district. In addition
thatorders or denies a reg@mization shall, within 5 days after theyg the criteria under 4.17.15 in making its decision the board also
adoptionof the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolutiogha|| consider the éct thatthe proposed detachments under par
to the school board of the othefeafted school district and file a (5) taken as avhole, will have on the school district from which
certified copy of the resolution as provided undet/.17 (2) theterritory is proposed to be detached, or the cumulatfeetef
If the school board of eacHefted school district adopts a resolugn that school district of the proposed detachment undsiapay
tion ordering the detachment and attachment, th@ya@@ation The boards order shall be issued before the June 15 following the
shalltake efect on the following July 1. filing of the notice of appeal. The order shall be in writing, shall
(4) AppeALTOPANEL. If the detachment and attachment of tefincludea statement of reasons for the order and shall be filed as
ritory is deniedby either school board under s(B), a majority providedunder s117.17 (2) If the boardbrders territory detached
of the electors residing in the territory thie owners of 50% or from one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis
moreof the territory may appeal the denial to an appeal paneligt, the reoganization shall take fefct on the following July 1.
filing notice of appeal with the secretary of the board before theistory: 1989 a. 14, 287.

March 15 following the denial. The secretary of the baduall Sub. (1) allows the detachment of “island” parcels from school districts which

; join. A detached parcel need not adjoin the school district to which it is attached.
senda copy of the notice of appeal to the school board of ea@{#f T\ Sactedl Bee) Teed 1ot adiom B Soo0 o 96 (1606).

affectedschool district. Except as provided undeb.(5), the

appealpanel shall issue aorder either dfrming the school 17713 petachment and attachment of small territory
board’'sdenial of the proposed rggmization or ordering abr nitiated by school boards. (1) AppLicaTion. This section
any part of the territory described in the petition ursles.(2) g pjiesto the detachmerf territory from one school district and

detachedfrom the school district irwhich it is located and ; Ay fetrint ;
ts attachment to an adjoining school district if all of the followin
attachedo the adjoining school district. The order shall be issu% Iv: joining IStrict] wing

beforethe June 15 following the filing of the notice of appeal. The h dval fh . dto be d hed
ordershall bein writing, shall include a statement of reasons fqr (@) The assessed value of the territory proposed to be detache
the order and shall be filed as provided undeng.17 (2) Ifthe rom one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis
appealpanel orders territory detached from one school district a Ha:Ltr1 g'(;'dgfd tﬁg tgeuagi'iszees('jsn\jglrlljt;g\(t)lﬁ g‘; tphit?é%té%n] g'lg[rr'lgtt ]'c?olfnss
attachedo an adjoining school district, the rganizationshall 7o € €q

takeeffect on the following July 1. which the territory is proposed to be detached.

(5) BOARDREVIEW. (a) If more thamne appeal to detach terri (b) Less thary% of the enrollment of the school district from
tory from a single school district is filed Eﬁdsmb (4) before which the territory is proposed to be detached res}idgs in the terri
March 15 and any of the followingpplies, the board shall review"Y proposed to be detached from that school district. o
all of those appeals: (2) ScHooLBOARD ACTION. The school boards of 2 adjoining
chool districts may order territory detached from one of the

ooldistricts and attached to the other school district by the
option,by each of the school boards, of a resolution ordering the
etachmentand attachment. The resolution shall include a
escriptionof the territorysuficiently accurate to determine its

1. The total assessedluation of the territory proposed to be>
detachedunder the appeals, divided by the assessment ratio of Xy
taxationdistrict, is equal to or greater than 7% of the equalized v
uationof the school district from which the territory is propose

o be detached. . . . locationin the school district in which it is located, as certified by
2. The total number of pupils residing in the territory-proye clerk ofeach cityvillage or town within which all or any part
posedto be detached under the appeals who, on the most reegiihe territory is located, and the number of pupils residing in that
of the preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of-JaQUyritory who, on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of

ary, were enrolled in the schodlstrict from which the territory g ptembeor 2nd Friday of Januaryere enrolled in thechool

is proposed twe detached is equal to or greater than 7% of thti"fitrictfrom which the territory is proposed to thetached, as cer

schooldistrict's enroliment. _ tified by the clerk of that school district. Prior to adopting a resolu
(am) In addition to reviewing appeals described unde(@ar tion under this subsection, the school board of eatéctafi

the board shall review an appeal if any of the following appliesichooldistrict shall give thelectors residing in and the owners of
1. The assessed valuation of the territory proposed to the territory notice of the proposed rganization and an opportu

detachedunder the appeal, divided by the assessment ratio of tiigy to meet with the school board to present reasons fgainst
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the proposed reganization. The school district clerk of eacHile a written petition with thelerk of the school district in which
schoolboard that adopts a resolution under this subsection shéik territory is located requesting the detachnadrihe annexed
within 5 days after adopting the resolution, send a certified coggyritory from the school district in which it is located and its
of the resolution to the school board of titker afected school attachmento the municipal school district. The petition shall
districtand filea certified copy of the resolution as provided undéncludea descriptiorof the territory siffciently accurate to deter
s.117.17 (2) If the school board of each of thdested school mine its location in the school district in whiiths located, as cer
districtsadoptsa resolution ordering the detachment and attactified by the clerk of the annexing municipalitWpon receipof
ment, the reganization shall take fefct on the first July &fter the petition, the school district clerk shall send a certified copy of
the March 1 followingthe adoption of the resolutions, unless atheresolution to the school board of the municipal school district,
appealis filed under sub(3). to all owners of territory located in the annexed territory and to the
(3) APPEALTOPANEL. A majority ofthe electors residing in or secretaryof the board.
the owners of 50% or more of the territory detached from one (3) ScHooLBoARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the
schooldistrict and attached to an adjoinisghool district under adoptionof a resolution under sug®) (a) or the receipt of a peti
sub.(2) may appeal the regainization to an appeal panel by filingtion under sub(2) (b), the school boards of theadted school dis
notice of appeal with the secretary of the board before the fifigicts may order théerritory detached from the school district in
March 15 following the adoption of the resolution under €@p.  whichit is located andittached to the municipal school district by
Thesecretary of the board shall send a copy of the notice of appaaladoption, by each of the school boards, of a resolution ordering
to the school board of eacHedted schootlistrict. If an appeal thedetachment and attachmefailure of a school board to adopt
is filed under this subsection, the appganel shall issue an ordera resolution before August 1 either ordering or denying the
detachingall or any part of the territory described in the resolutioffetachmenand attachment constitutesienial of the reganiza-
adoptedunder sub(2) from the school district in which it is tion by that school board. The school distderk of each school
locatedandattaching it to the adjoining school district, or denyingoardadopting aresolution under this subsection that orders or
the reoganization. The order shall be issued before the Junedéniesthe reoganizationshall, within 5 days after adopting the
following the filing of the notice of appeal. The order shall be ifesolution,send a certified copy of the resolution to the school
writing, shall include a statement of reasons foratftter and shall poardof the other décted schootlistrict and to each of the owners
befiled as provided under $17.17(2). If the appeal panelfains  of territory in the annexed territory and file a certified copy of the
the school boards’ ordehe reoganization shall take fefctonthe  resolutionas provided under 17.17 (2) If the school boardf
following July 1. eachaffected school district adopts a resolution under this subsec
History: 1989 a. 14. tion ordering the detachment and attachment, theamization

. . S shalltake efect on the following July 1.

117.132 Territory annexed to certain municipalities. 4) B The board shall review a raaniza-
(1) AppLicATION. This section applies to the proposed attachment OAR%REVAEW' r(]‘."‘) e ” i ol g _
to a school districof territory that is located wholly in a county 10" Proposed under this section if one of the following occurs:
with a population of more than 325,000 and less than 500,000. 1. Lessthan 50% of the land in the annexed territory is devel

(1m) DEFINITIONS. In this section: oped,one of the school boards under s{#.adopts a resolution

f . ordering the reoganization, the other school board denies the

(@) “Annexed” means annexed or attached undé6<2} reorganizatiorand, before the following September 1, either of
66.022 66.023 66.024 66.0250r6§.027 ] the school boards files a petition with the secretary oftiberd

(b) “Less than 50% of the land in the annetexdtory is devel  requestingboard review of the proposed rganization.
oped” means that on the date of annexatiess than 50% of the 2. Before the September 1 following the grantinglenying

landin the annexed territors measured by geographic area, 5 v, ;ronosed reganization under suk3), the owners of more

occupied by permanentimprovements, including buildings, 4,500, of the annexed territorys measured by its assessed val

streetssidewalks, parking lots, drivewaysewers or utllities, or .o divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation distiteet,

is incidental .tc') suph |mprovement§. . . a petition with the secretary of theardrequesting board review
(c) “Municipality” meansany city or village any portion of of the proposed reganization.

which is located in a county that has a population of more than (b) If a petition requesting review is filed under.fgay 1, the

325,00"0and_le_ass than 500.‘00.0',, L secretaryof the board shall immediately notifie school board
(d) "Municipal school district” means a school district whosgy the other décted school district and eaohthe owners of tewi
territory includes more than 50% of the territory of @ municipalitsry in the annexed territonyif a petition requesting review is filed
asmeasured by geographic area. under par (a) 2, the secretary of the board shall inmediately
(2) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. (a) If territory is annexed to a notify the school board of eacHesfted school district. Before the
municipality, the territory is not included in the municipal schoofollowing January 15the board shall issue an order either
district and less than 50% of the laimdthe annexed territory is affirming the denial of the proposed rganization or detaching
developedthe school board of the municipal school district mall or part of the annexed territory described in the resolution or
adopta resolution requesting the school board of the school dietition under sub(2) from the school district in which it is
trict in which the annexed territory is located to meet with it to difocatedand attaching it to the municipal school district. The
cussthe detachment of the annexed territory from the saisol hoard'sorder shall be in writing, shaticlude a statement of rea
trict in which it is located and its attachmentthe municipal sonsfor the order and shall be filed as provided undéd g.17
schooldistrict. The resolution shall include a description of th(ﬁz)_ If the board orders territory detached from the school district

territory suficiently accurate to determine its location in then which it is located and attached to the municipal school district,
schooldistrict in which it is located, as certified by the clerk of thghe reoganization shall take feict on the following July 1.

annexingmunicipality The clerkof the municipal school district  History: 1989 a. 14; 1991 a. 269

shallsend a certified copy of the resolutimnthe school board of

the school districin which the annexed territory is located, to ali17.14 Appeal to court. (1) Any person aggrieved the

ownersof territory located in the annexed territory and to the segenial of a consolidation under §17.08 (2)or 117.09 (2) the

retaryof the board. granting of a detachment and attachment of territory ursler
(b) If territory is annexed to a municipality and the territory i817.11(3) or any order of theoard or an appeal panel under this

notincluded in the municipal school district, the owners of mohaptemay within 30 days after copies of the order are filed with

than50% of the annexed territoys measured by its assessed vathe secretary of the board undel$7.17 (2) appeal the order to

uationdivided by theassessment ratio of the taxation district, mag circuit court as follows:
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(a) If the order is issued under $§7.08 117.090r117.1Q the methodof election of school board members under29.060r
appealshall be filed with the circuit court of any county in whichl20.42 direct the election ofchool board members under s.
anyterritory of any dected school district is located. 120.060r 120.42 insofar as applicable, designate the date of the

(b) If the ordeiis issued under s17.11to117.132 the appeal first election of school board members, as provided under s.
shallbe filed with the circuit court of angounty in which any of 117.22(2) (b) and fix the timeand place for the first annual meet
theterritory proposed to be detached from one school district aifig of the newschool district, if one is to be held. The secretary
attachedto another school district is located or with the circulf the board shall give notice of the first annual meeting, if one is
courtof any county in which any territory of tisehool district to t0 be held, under £20.08 (1) (c)and shall designate a person to
which the territory is proposed to be attached is located. actas temporary chairpersofithe annual meeting until a chair

(2) A person appealingnder this section shall serve a writtefP€"SONis elected. o o
notice of appeal stating specificalthe grounds upon which the (b) Every order ofschool district reganization under s.
appealis based on the secretary of theard and file the notice 117.10that dissolves a school district shall state the school district
with the clerk of the circuit court. thatis dissolved and describe the territagsets and liabilities of
History: 1989 a. 14, 287. the school district. Every order athool district re@anization
issuedunder s117.10 (4)shall describe the territarassets and
117.15 Criteria for school district reorganizations. In liabilities allocated to each other school district under that subsec
makinganydecision under s§17.08to 117.132 a school board, tion.
theboard and an appeal panel shall consider the following factors(c) Every order of school districeoganization under ss.
asthey afect the educational welfare of all of the children residing17.11to 117.132shall state the school districts from which any
in all of the afected school districts, and may consider othegrritory is detached and the school district to which any territory
appropriatefactors: is attached and describe the territory

(1) Thegeographical and topographical characteristics of the (d) Every order of school district reganization shall state the
affectedschool districts, including the estimated travel time to anghteon which itis to take dbct. The date shall be as specified
from school for pupils in the school districts. underss.117.08to 117.132and117.27 (1) If an appeal is made

(2) Theeducational needs of all of the children residing in tHe court under s117.14 the court may stay enforcement under s.
affected school districts, the educational programs currentB27.540f the ordeiif a showing is made that there is substantial
offeredby each d&ctedschool district and the ability and cem probability that the party seeking review will prevail on the merits
mitmentof each school district tmeet those needs and continu@andwill suffer irreparable harm if a stay is not granted.
to offer those educational programs. (2) FiLING. A certified copy of any resolution or ordgrant

(2m) If territory is proposedo be detached from one schooling, affirming or denying a regranizationshall be filed, within 5
district and attached to an adjoining school district, whether tdaysafter it is adopted or issued, with the secretary of the board.
proposeddetachment will have any adversteef on the program Uponreceipt of the resolution or ordéne secretary of the board
currentlyoffered by the school district from whithe territory is  shallimmediately place on it the date upon whitclvas received.
proposedo be detached, including both curricular and extraculf the resolution or orderfais or grants a reganization, within

ricular aspects of that program. 5 days after receipt of the resolutionasder the secretary of the
(3) Thetestimony of and writtestatements filed by the resi Poardshall send, by certifiethail, a certified copy of the reselu
dentsof the afected school districts. tion or order to the clerk of each ¢ijllage, town or countyany
(4) Theestimated fiscal &ct of the proposetkoganization partof which is contained within anfatted school district.
onthe afected school districts, including theeft of theappor (3) PRESUMPTION; VALIDITY OF ORDER. (&) A reoganization
tionmentof assets and liabilities. ordershall be presumptive _ev_ldenoéthe f_acts recited therein
(5) Whetherthe proposed reganization willmake any part andof the prqceedlngs prt_ellmlnary to the issuance of the .order
of a school districs territory noncontiguous. (b) The failure of any dicer to perform aduty imposed upon

hBim or her by this chapter does ndeat the validity of a regani-
gationorder otherwise lawfully made, but thdicér is subject to
946.12
History: 1989 a. 14; 1993 a. 392

(6) The socioeconomic level and racial composition of t
pupils who reside or will reside in territory proposed to b
detachedrom one school district and attached to an adjoini
schooldistrict or in school districts proposéal be consolidated

or in aschool district proposed to be dissolved; the proportion %7_20 Referendum procedures. (1) If a referendum is

quiredunder ss117.08to117.11 it shall be held on theliesday
afterthe first Monday in November following receipt of the peti

the pupils who reside in such territory who are children at risk,
definedunder s.118.153 (1)(a) and the déct that the pupils
describedin this paragraph will haven the present and future h .
socioeconomidevel and racial composition of thdeadted school ?So)n(g)r ‘fiulj? Fi%o?s;’f( g;)er ES%O;:ILHEZ;‘ (l;r;deﬂﬂ.os (3) (@)117.09
districts and on the proportion of thefeted school districts’ ’ ) : o .
enrollmentsthat will be children at risk. (2) The clerk of each dected school district shall publish

g notice,as required under 8.55 in the territory of that school dis
H(iZt)orThe results of any referendum held und ~10 trict. The procedures for school board elections unde2&06
y: 1989 a. 14, 287. .
On review of adecision under this section, the only issues to be considered &@' (9), (11), (13) and(14) apply toa referend_um_ held under this
whetherthe reoganization authority acted within its jurisdiction and whether th&ection. The school board and school district clerk of each
determinatiorwas arbitrary andapricious. While an authority is bound to consideizffactedschool districshall each perform, for that school district
all the factors enumerated in this section, it may consider information from otgﬁr f : : d h hool b ld dth hool di |
sourcesjncluding matters within its knowledge and expertise. School District &f1€ functionsassigned to the school board and the school district
Waukeshav. SDBAB, 201 W (2d) 109, 548 NW (2d) 122 (Ct. App. 1996). clerk, respectivelyunder those subsections. The faifthe bal
o lot shall correspond to the form prescribed by the elections board
117.17 Reorganization order. (1) CONTENTS; EFFECTIVE underss.5.64 (2)and7.08 (1) (a) The clerkof each dkcted
DATE. (a) Every order of school district reganization under s. schooldistrict shall file with the secretary of the board a certified
117.080r 117.09that creates a new school district shall state thgatemenprepared by the schodistrict board of canvassers of
schooldistricts which are dissolved to create tiesv school dis theresults of the referendum in that school district.
trict, name the new school district, state the type of school districtistory: 1989 a. 14.
andthe grades to be taughy the new school district pursuant to
s.115.01 (2) (3) and(5), designate the number of schéwlard 117.22 School boards in new school districts.
membersunder s120.010r120.41 designate the terms wiitial (1) JOINT INTERIM SCHOOLBOARDS. (@) If school districts are cen
memberof the school board under120.02 (3) (a)designate the solidatedunder s117.08or 117.09 the school boards of the con
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solidatingschool districts shall constitute the joint interim school (a) The school districts that were consolidated cease to exist.
boardof the new school district. (b) Title to all property and the assets of the school districts

(b) The joint interim school board under faj constitutes the underpar (a) become vested in the new consolidated schoel dis
schoolboard of the new school district beginning on the followintgict.
date: (c) Claims, obligations and contractstbe school districts

1. If no referendum is required, on the Zhuksday of Sep underpat (a) become claims, obligations and contracts of the new

temberfollowing the adoption of the resolution undet®7.08 (2) consolidatedschool district.
or117.09 (2) (d) 1. Employes of the school districts ungar (a) become

2m. If a referendum is required unded$7.08 (3)or 117.09 employesof the new consolidated school district.
(3), on the 31st day following the date the order ofganization 2. Thenew consolidated school district assumes the rights
is filed under s117.08 (4)or 117.09 (4) andobligations of the school districts under.ga); under the pro

(c) The joint interim schodboard shall constitute the schoolisions of any collective bayaining agreement that applies
boardof the new school district until a school board is elected atfeeseemployes.
qualifiedunder sub(2). The joint interim school board shhtive 3. The collective bajainingagreement remains infegt until
all the powers and duties of a school board elected for the sch@glexpiration date of thagreement or until a new collective bar
district. Any action by the joint interim school board requires ajhiningagreement between the school district @mtesentatives
affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum of the joint interimof these employes isfettive, whichever occurs first.
board. . o (1m) CONSOLIDATIONS; AGREEMENTSTO CONTINUE PROGRAMS

_(2) ScHOOLBOARDELECTIONS. (a) Inthis subsection, “school orraciLiTiES. (a) A written agreement between the school boards
district clerk” means: of 2 or more schoatistricts that are considering consolidating
1. The clerk of the &cted school district that has the highestnders.117.08or117.09to continue operating a programfacil-

equalizedvaluation, ifan order of re@anization is issued underity at a specific location for a specified period after consolidation,

s.117.08 not to exceed 5 years, shall be binding upon the joint interim
2. The clerk of theaffected union high school district, if anschoolboard of the new school distriehder s117.22and any
orderof reoganization is issued underld.7.09 subsequentlglected school board of the new school district. The

(b) An orderof school district reganization issued under s.Schooldistrict clerk of the school district with the st equal

117.080r 117.09shall designate the date of the first election df€dvaluation shall file a copy of the agreement with the depart

schoolboard members, which shall be not later thanghths MeNt.

i i NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-®§ 1995 Wis. Act 27. The
afterthe efective date of the ord,eexcept as prowded under partreatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme

(cm). Court in Thompson v Craney, case n095-2168OA. Prior to Act 27 it read:
(cm) No election under pafb) may be held after February 1 (a) A written agreement between the school boards of 2 or moschool dis
andbefore the date of the spring election. atier September 1 tricts that are considering consolidating under s117.08 or 1.7.09 to continue

. . operating a program or facility at a specific location for a specified period after
andbefore the date of a general election held in the same yeaﬂgnsolidation, not to exceed5 years, shall be binding upon the joint interim

(d) Atleast 12 weeks prior the date of the election, the schoof7e O it e e S8 Cl et o ool it clr ahe.
0_||St”Ct clerk shall DUb"Sh atype A notice the school board elec chooldistrict with the largest equalized vaIuatibn shall filea copy of the agee-
tion, under s10.01 (2)(a). No later than 5 p.m. on the date 1Gnhentwith the state superintendent.

weeksprior to the election, any qualified elector of the schoel dis () Ten or more electors of the new school district may jointly
trict created by the reganization may file with the school district petition the circuit court of the county in which any portadithe

clerk a sworn declaratioaf Candidacy for the school board andnewschoo| district is located to enforce an agreement meier
if required, nomination papers, as providader s120.06 (6) (b) a).

A candidate shall file an amended declaration with the scheol dis
trict clerk as provided in 4.20.06 (6) (b) Within 8 days after the
first election in the newly created school distribe school dis
trict clerk shallnotify the successful candidates of their electior()jI v:

Onthe 2nd Tesday following thelection, the clerk shall admin Pply: A . I

ister or receive the Gitial oath and the newly elected members (2) Assets and liabilities ar@ssigned to the school districts
shalltake ofice. unders.66.030n the efective date of the reganization.

(e) If a primary election for the school board positions is_ (P) 1. Any employef the school district from which territory
requiredunder s120.06 (7) (b)it shall be held on the day which'S detached who is laid Pés a result of the reganization has
is 4 weeks before the election, except that if the school board elidOrity over other persons, except employes of the school district
tion is held on the day of the general election, the primary lsaall®© Which the territory is attached and former employes of that
held on the day of the September primaryd if the school board schooldistrict who were laid éffrom that school district, for 3
electionis held on the day of the spring election, the primary shigarsafter the ective date of the regranization for new posi
be heldon the day of the spring primaryThe school district cierk tonsand vacant positions for whidte or she is qualified in the
shall notify the clerk of each cityillage or town,any part of Schooldistrict to which the territory is attached. o
which is contained withiran afected school district, of the pri 2. Any person who wishes to exercise his or her priority under
mary election. The school districfierk shall give the notices subd.1. shall notify the school district to which the territory is
unders.120.06 (8) (cpn the Monday before the primary electionattachedin writing, that he or she wishes to be considered for any
if one is held, and on the Monday before the school board electi@v position or vacant position and shiatlude in the notice the

(f) Costs chageable to the school district under 568 and addresgo be used by the school district to notify the person of
7.03shall become a chge upon the new school district aig  SUChpositions.

schoolboard of the new school district shall pay all such costs. (3) DissoLuTions. If the board dirms the school boars'dis
History: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1993 a. 392 solutionorder under s117.10 (4) the boards order shall specify

that eithersub.(1) (d) 1.or(2) (b) applies to employes of the dis
117.25 Transfer of assets, liabilities and employes; solvedschool district and shall identify the other school district or
agreements between consolidating school districts. schooldistrictsthat shall be treated as the new consolidated school
(1) ConsoLipaTioNs. On the dictive date of a consolidation of district or school district to which territory is attached for the pur
schooldistricts under s117.080r 117.09 all of the following posesof sub.(1) (d) 1.or (2) (b). If the boards order identifies
apply: morethan one such school district, it shall also identify which of

(2) DETACHMENT AND ATTACHMENT OF TERRITORY. When terri
tory is detached from one school district and attached to an-adjoin
ing school district under s$17.11t0117.132 all of the following
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the employes of the dissolved school district become emplafyesl17.30 Attachment upon failure to operate school.

which of the identified school districts undsub.(1) (d) 1, or (1) If a school district for 2 or more successive years has failed

have priority for employment invhich of the identified school to operate a school as required by,l#ve board shall attach the

districtsunder sub(2) (b). territory of the school districto one or more school districts that
History: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1995 a. 2%.9145 (1) do operate schools. Win 60 days of the date on which a school

thThereliieffafgédEd int,sub- (2) (ké)I appliftshto te?ﬁhetrs |af3hﬁérr'1\,/|6;1yfﬁ lg:ﬂgas district becomes subject to this section, the department shall so
eresult of reoganization, regaraless o € authority under wnic &) a- H H H f Al H

tion was initiated. Laid dfteachers may maintain a private action for daméges _notlfy. the school district Clerk a_nd_the Cle_jkea(:h municipality

violation of sub. (2) (b) as that provision creates a righiriag priority, but nota in which part ofthe school district lies. Prior to August 30 of the

remedy.Anderson vSchool District of Ashland,81 Ws. 2d502 510 NW (2d) 822 yearin which the school district becomes subject to skistion,

(Ct App. 1993). the board shall issue an order of school distratiganization

attachingthe school district to one or more operating school dis

: - ; i ... tricts. Orders issued under this section takectiupon being filed

high school district may be changgto a unified school district, »ghr6yided in s117.17 (2) The schooboard ofrc)aach dis%rict to

aunified school districoperating only high school grades may beyin gy territory is attached under this section shall levy and

;:hatngednttc.) a unlcl)n h:gh SCTc’Ol d'Strc'iCt' andk;':l t’#'f'?d SChtOGI di%glecta special tax against the property inttireitory so attached

rict operating only elementary grades or both elementary il q,cn amounas is payable for tuition and transportation, at the

high schoolgrades may be changed into a common school distrigl, e of the attachment, e school district in which the attached

if atleast 30 days prior to the spring election a petition conformifg oy was located prior thereto, in the proportion thatepes!

to the requirements of 8.40requesting the changefiled with ;0\ 5luation of theattached territory bears to the total equalized

the school district clerk signed by at least 10% of ¢ectors | - ationof th hool district in which h territory was |
residingin the school district. The validity of the petition shall b%ﬁgfttoosﬁcrt] gtf;chorgeﬂf trict ch such territory was located

governedby the rules promulgated undesi0 (3) NOTE: Sub. (1) is shown as amended eff. 1-1-96 1995 Wis. Act 27. The
(2) (a) The petition shall state that the school board of the presatment by Act 27 was held unconstitutional and declad void by theSupreme

decessoschool district shall become the first school board of tieurt in Thompson v Craney, case no95-2168:0A. Prior to Act 27 it read:
) If a school district for 2 or more successive years hdailed to operate a

successor school diStr!Ct- Upon receipt. of the petition, the SCh@éﬁnolas required by law the board shallattach the territory of the school dis
district clerk shall publish a class 1 notiesder ch985, of the trict to one or moke school districts that do operate schoolswithin 60 days of
filing of the petition. The notice shall include the date, time anthe date on which a school district becomes subject to this section, the state

f ; ; superintendent shall so notify the school district clerk and the clerk of each
placeat which the school boashall hold a pUb“C hearlng on themunicipality in which part of the school district lies. Prior to August 30 of the

proposed change. The public hearing shall be held at least 7 d@jsn which the schooldistrict becomes subject to this section, the board shall
prior to the date of the spring election. issuean order of school district reorganization attaching the school district to

o . B : e or more operating school districts. Orders issued undethis section take
(b) The school district clerk shall include in the notice of thg}ectupon being filed as povided in s. 17.17 (2). The school board of each dis

springelection a statement that the election ballot will includetact to which any territory is attached under this section shall levy and collect
guestionon the change requested by the petition. fotva of the a special taxagainst the pioperty in the territory so attached for such amount

i i sis payable for tuition and transportation, at the time of the attachment, by the
ballot shall CorrGSpondb the form prescrlbed by the elecuons'frslchooldistrict in which the attached territory was located prior thereto, in the

boardunder ss5.64 (2)and7.08 (1) (a)and the question dine proportion that the equalized valuation of the attached territory bears to the

117.27 Change of district type. (1) A common orunion

ballot shall be: total equalized valuation of the school district in whichsuch territory was
“Shall the ... (namef school district) be a .... (type of schoofcatedprior to such attachment. _ o
district structure set forth in the petition)? (3) If an order issued under this section is voided, the nonoper

Yes No " ating school district shall arrange for the attendance of its pupils
L . s ** at the schools of one or more other school districts on a nenresi
(3) If a majority of the electors voting at the spring electiogent tuition basis, and shall provide transportation to and from
votein favor of the change, the school board shall issue an ordgenschools by the methods provided inl81.55for all of its
of school district regranization efective on the July 1 following ypils who reside 2 miles or more from the school they attend.
the springelection. A certified copy of the order shall be filed agntj| a valid order has beéssued, the nonoperating schook dis
providedunder s117.17 (2) trict may use sucfunds on hand as have been raised or appropri
(4) Whenthe type of school district is changed, all propertyatedfor operation and maintenanoelevy taxes to pay for such
assets, claims, contractmbilities and obligations of the prede tuition and transportation. Hn order is voided, the board shall
cessorschool district become the properassets, claims, con issue new orders of school district re@nization within the
tracts, liabilities and obligations of the successor school districkucceedingear

History: 1983 a. 271985 a. 2181985 a. 22%s.57, 82; 1985 a. 3321989 a. 14 History: 1979 c. 3031983 a. 271989 a. 145.13,; Stats. 1989 s.17.30;1995
s.11; Stats. 1989 s.17.27;1989 a. 192 a. 27s.9145 (1)
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